


ing space. Multiple lighting levels allow
for the different teaching methods that
may occur within the room. Adding dim-
mers to fixtures increases the range of
moods produced through illumination.
Gooddaylightingdesign includescre-

ating balanced lighting levels from multi-
ple directions (windowsand skylights) and
providing adequate interior and exterior
shading devices-operable blinds, lou-
vers, screens, or architectural features.
Special precautions should be taken with
natural lighting, as incorrect levels of nat-
ural light can increase the classroom's
heat gain and solar glare on computer ter-
minals and projections.
Artificial lighting should be delivered

through a combination of direct and

indirect light fixtures.

Furniture
Vary the furniture in classrooms to

include appropriate percentages of stu-
dent desks, tables, and computer worksta-
tions. By having multiple furniture types
available within a room, the space can be
arranged to reflect different teaching and
learning opportunities, such as individual
study, small group instruction, team pro-
jects, and large group instruction.

Flexibilityand Simplicity
In the design of today's school build-

ing, two words are of paramount impor-
tance: simple and flexible. Technology
should be easy to use. Learning environ-

ments must be designed to not only
respond to current educational needs, but
also to emerging educational trends. The
more flexible the space's layout and
design, the easier it will be to make future
chaqges. Good design takes significant
effort from administrations, educators,
students, and designers in order to create
the best possible learning environments.
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